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May 1,   Pizza & Goody Bag Stuff  

1:00 pm  SNM, 201 S. Chapin Street  
Our Goody Bag Stuffing Party begins at 1 pm South Bend time 
at the Museum with FREE PIZZA!  After we eat, we will stuff 
around 200 goody bags in preparation for our Car Show on 
May 7!  If you have any promotional items that you are able to 
donate, please bring them on May 1.  If you are unable to make 
it to the party, and have something to donate, please let us 
know! 
 

May 5,6,7  Crossroads Zone Meet  

  St Joseph County Fairgrounds  

Thursday  8:00 am  Set Up  

Friday   8:00 am  Swap Meet/Café  

  5:00 pm  Cruise In  
Studebaker International on W. Chippewa.  Bonnie Doon Ice-
Cream and Rolling Stonebaker Pizza will be available.  

Saturday  7:00 am  Car Show Registration  

  8:00 am  Swap Meet/Café  

  6:00 pm  Awards Banquet/SNM  
Dinner for the Awards Banquet will be served at 7:00 pm.  Cost 
ÉÓ ΏΤΧ ÐÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ Ȱ!ÌÌ 9ÏÕ #ÁÎ %ÁÔȱ )ÔÁÌÉÁÎ "ÕÆÆÅÔȢ  )Æ ÌÏȤ
cal club members volunteer at 7:00 am Saturday banquet is 
half price.  If volunteer Friday and Saturday banquet is free. 

 The Buffet Dinner includes all you can eat: 
Vegetable or Regular Lasagna 

Chicken Bowtie Pasta with Alfredo Sauce 
Seasoned Green Beans 

Antipasti Salad 
Garlic Bread 

Iced Tea and Coffee 

Jun 2,   Meet & Eat Cruise In  

5:00 pm  Essenhaus- Middlebury 574 - 825 - 0052  
All car Cruise In.  Great food,  stunning  cars, good conversa-
tion and a great way to spend your evening. 

 

Jun 18,  Healthwin Car Show  

2:00 pm  Healthwin Nursing Home  

  20531 Darden Rd, South Bend  
Contact Information: Karen 574-272-0100 x 288 

 

Jun 19 - 25,  International Meet  

  Springfield, MO  

 

Aug 6,   Notre Dame Car Show  

8:30 am  Eddy Street Commons  

 

Aug 20,  Founders Wine Cellar  

1:00 pm  Baroda Michigan  

 

Sep 1,   Meet & Eat  

5:00 pm  Essenhaus- Middlebury  

 

Sep 11,  Michiana Chapter Club Picnic  

1:00 pm  Bendix Woods, New Carlisle  

 

Oct 1,   Fall Drive Tour  

10:30 am  Meet at Meijer, 331, Mishawaka  

 

Nov 6,   Annual Business Meeting  

1:00 pm  SNM, 201 S. Chapin Street  

 

Dec 10,  Christmas Banquet  

6:00 pm  Comfort Suites (May Meet Host Hotel)  

  60971 US 31 South, South Bend  
Cost is $15.00 per person.  Dinner will be a polish buffet.  Door 
Prizes and gifts will be included.  Chairs: Kathy Karkiewicz, 
Suzie Ruszkowski and Karen Dyer.  

 

 

 

 

MICHIANA CHAPTER ON FACEBOOK!  
 

In keeping with the times, and technology, we are starting a place 

on face book for the Michiana Chapter.  If you have a face book 

account please friend us!  Also, when you take pictures at all of 

our events during the season, please share them on the Michiana 

Chapter face book page.  If you havenôt tried face book, itôs free, 

and itôs a fun way to get and keep in touch with friends.  Our 

name on face book is Michiana Chapter SDC.  Check it out the 

next time you are on the Internet. 
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VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED FOR ZONE MEET!  

If you have some time, especially on Saturday, we can use you!  

There are many things to do, especially early in the morning!  We 

can use help parking cars, helping vendors with issues, the Star-

lite Café, and the main Club table!  If you can, please be at the 

Fairgrounds at 7:30 am.  If you are a new member, please join us, 

itôs a lot of fun!  We will talk more about this at our Stuffing 

Party on May 1, but if you have about 3 hours or so on Saturday 

morning, and you havenôt signed up yet, please let us know. You 

can sign up on May 1, or simply e-mail Chris Patton 

(cpmp1@comcast.net) or Bob Henning (rhenn15090@aol.com).  

Thanks for your help! 

 

 
CRUISE-IN AT STUDEBAKER INTERNATIONAL! 

Donôt forget, we are having a special event this year as part of the 

Crossroads Zone Meet!  Studebaker International will be hosting 

a Cruise-in for Studebakers and non-Studebakers alike!  It will be 

from 5-8 pm in the parking lot of Studebaker International on 

West Chippewa in South Bend!  We will have pizza available 

from the Studebaker fire truck and hot dogs as well.  There will 

be door prizes throughout the evening too.  Come join the fun at 

Studebaker International on Chippewa in South Bend! 

 

HERITAGE SQUARE CRUISE -IN  

IS BACK SOON! 

 

The very popular Heritage Square Saturday 

Night Cruise-in is back!  Every Saturday 

throughout the summer in the west parking 

lot of Ginoôs East in Heritage Square is 

one of the larger Cruise-ins in the area.  It starts up again in 

about 3 weeks on May 7th from 5-9 pm.  There are 50/50 draw-

ings, and special discounts to shops and restaurants in Heritage 

Square as well.  This is a fun family activity that a lot of folks 

attend, so plan on driving your Studebaker there soon! 

 

 

Northeast Indiana Meeting April 16 at Grabill Indiana  
Submitted by Gary Nordmann 

 

Northeast Indiana members of the Michiana Chapter met at the 

Grabill, IN park for a Studebaker meet and eat on Saturday, 

April 16.  Roger Harris, Diana Gamble and Dick and Libby 

Wolf hosted the noon time hamburger fry with thirty-six Stude-

baker enthusiasts attending.  Studebakers and free food usually 

draw a crowd. 

 The purpose of the meeting was to organize monthly activities 

for this informal group.  Those activities include an Independ-

ence Day Parade in Hamilton, Indiana on July 2.  Gary Nord-

mann will chair the event with a group meal and car display 

included. Gary can be contacted at Ph 260-488-2822 for more 

information. 

September 10, International Drive Your Studebaker Day, is the 

same day as the annual Grabill Days Parade.  Our group will 

participate in that parade again for the third year and you are all 

invited.  The parade is in downtown Grabill beginning at 10:00 

a.m. with the line up at 9:00 a.m.  Roger Harris is hosting the 

event and can be contacted at Ph 260-627-5424.  A Studebaker 

display will follow the parade. 

 Libby and Dick Wolf are organizing a calendar of the other 

monthly events as well as a listing of addresses and phone num-

bers for those interested in participating in the various activities 

in Northeast Indiana.  They have also recently started a Face-

book page for online members.  The page is The Lazy S Stude-

bakers of Northeast Indiana.  The page includes photos of some 

of our recent activities. 

 SDC Indiana Regional Manager, Bob Henning, has provided 

the Northeast Indiana Studebaker drivers with information  re-

garding the possibility of forming a new chapter.  Many of our 

group are currently Michiana Chapter members.  It was decided 

to consider this idea.  We will meet again in October to review 

what was done during the summer months and to discuss the 

direction for our future.  Thanks to Bob for providing and excel-

lent packet of information. 

  

 

 

 

Bob Henning 

Joel Brigham 

Mike Lenyo at 

Last years 

Meet 

 

 

Chris Patton & Bob 

Henning at the last 

yearôs registration 

table. 

mailto:cpmp1@comcast.net
mailto:rhenn15090@aol.com


 

                                                      By: Chris Dresbach 
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       ñOnly a Championò 

Tom Curtis 

 

 

 

Why would anyone want to attend our Meet? 

This is a million dollar question if ever there 

was one.  So letôs think about a really good an-

swer and use this article as a starting point in 

making our case to the world of Studebaker out-

side the Michiana Chapter.  Many of you will add your own 

reasons to come to South Bend each May, so jot them down 

before you forget, then, forward on to any of your officers. 

The best reason, my standard answer is why wouldnôt you come 

to South Bend, Indiana in May?  There is nowhere in the world 

better suited for an annual event that sustains and honors the 

tradition of fine automobiles.   Geographically speaking, we are 

on hallowed ground.  There is still much to see and visit, the 

administration bldg, the body plant, Tippecanoe place, St. Paulôs 

Methodist Church to name just a few.  Many members of the 

Studebaker Drivers Club love history and here is where you 

really feel it.  And say what you will about the raising of the 

older, rotted buildings.  I am certainly glad that we do not look 

like Detroit, with a war zone appearance.   

The Studebaker National Museum has become one of Amer-

icaôs Treasures.  Talk about history, you cannot find a better 

presentation of any make of automobile than their archives, ve-

hicles, events and exhibits.  They have earned the support of the 

entire community, including politicians and business leaders.  

They have just been awarded three first-place NAAMY awards.  

The NAAMY awards are an annual, national competition that 

honors excellence, professionalism and creativity within the 

nonprofit automotive museum field. 

Then there are the parts. Lots of them.  The St. Joe County Fair-

grounds has grown into the annual ñSTUDEBAKER SUPER-

STOREò.  If Wal-Mart wanted to sell Studebaker parts, they 

couldnôt do it better! 

We hosted 111 vendors last May right here in South Bend.  That 

compares to 19 vendors at the International meet 6 weeks later 

in Glendale, AZ.  Thatôs huge!  Add to that what Studebaker 

International has done with the mosh-pit of parts Ed purchased 

just 18 short months ago.  Clean, organized, able to be located, 

and friendly.  His business model is just what we needed to con-

tinue the growth of Michiana May. 

Now, about the food:  Think what we have here.  Michiana May 

draws folks from over 20 states and Canada every year.  And 

what do intelligent people want for their first meal in South 

Bendé.POLISH.  Yes they want a polish sausage sandwich 

from the STARLIGHT Café to begin their long weekend.  No 

one knows better than us how good Harriettôs Hot Dogs are at 

the Studebaker National Museum.  New this year is the Stude-

baker Pizza Truck.  It will park at the Museum Friday through 

the midday and move on to Studebaker International for the Fri-

day night cruise-in.  Bonnie Doon ice cream joins us Friday eve-

ning as well.  And the grand finale is our banquet Saturday night 

at the Studebaker National Museum.  A catered Italian Buffet in 

Studebaker ambiance.  Please attend the banquet.  Two years 

ago there were twice as many members from our Canadian 

chapters as from our own host chapter.   Wake up Sunday 

morning, have a cup of joe, and drive your Studebaker on the 

Studebaker Test Track.  Dream or reality?  I say that itôs up to 

you.  I vote reality!   

 
 

   ñChampion.ò Thatôs a strong word and quite a name for a car. 

Have you ever wondered what ñChampionò actually means? By 

definition, itôs a person (or in our case a car) who has defeated 

all the competition and holds a first place in any challenge. A 

Champion is tough and always on the top of the competition. 

What does this have to do with Studebaker? The answer to that 

goes way back to the early 1930s in early post-great depression 

America. Everybody was trying to save money and for most 

people, buying a new car was not very high on their list of pri-

orities. Though Studebaker was successful staying in business 

and was a major employer throughout the depression, the lack of 

car sales really hurt them financially. It hurt them so bad that in 

1933 Studebaker faced temporary bankruptcy, but thanks to 

Harold S. Vance and Paul G. Hoffman, Studebaker regained 

financial stability in 1934. In 1935 Studebaker management 

decided that 

it would be 

a good time 

to start 

work on a 

new model 

of car. This 

car would 

be none the 

less tailored 

to what the 

general public would want in a car. This new car would be eco-

nomical, cheap to own and operate, be roomy, and be light in 

weight. The styling would be supervised by none other than 

Raymond Lowey. Harold Vance gave the engineering depart-

ment complete freedom to create this car. W. S. James was put 

in charge of engineering. While working on styling the car, Ray-

mond Lowey said ñWeight is the enemy!ò By reducing as much 

weight as possible, gas mileage was greatly increased. This was 

advanced thinking on Studebakerôs part for the time period. 

Everything about this car was going to be new, or close to it. 

This car would be powered by a flathead engine already in pro-

duction, the Champion 6. This engine first appeared in 1932 in 

the Rockne and didnôt end production until 1960 when it was 

replaced by the overhead valve (OHV) six. The frame for this 

new car was a redesigned 

ñXò member frame and 

chassis. In all, it took four 

years of engineering and 

$4,000,000.00 to complete 

this project. By late 1938 

the pilot models for this 

new car were proving their 

durability at the proving 

ground and on road tests 

across the country. The 

only thing this new car 

needed  

Studebaker's new for '39 Champion 

My '40 Champion and Alyssa 

Bella. No, she's not photo 

shopped... 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=62283&id=100000271941711


By Karen Dyer  

   

 Classifieds 
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Wanted for 1950 Champion Starlight coupe; Chrome Bulletnose 

and ring, parking light lenses, Stainless stone guards, in nice con-

dition.  Call Rick at 574-825-2680 or email at Shipshe-

bury@earthlink.net. 

 

Does anyone know where I can locate a replacement 259 V8 for 

my '64 Commander?  I'd like to investigate long or short blocks, 

NOS or rebuilt.  Thanks, Tom Burke silphium@comcast.net 

 
                 YOUR STUDEBAKER NATIONAL FOUNDATION 

- Written and submitted by Foundation VP, Ed Wenger, and  

Secretary, Nancy Pfahler 

 Your  Studebaker National Foundation is YOURS. There are 

many ways you can support it. Our mission is to continue the 

legacy of Studebaker. Scholarships are awarded from donated 

funds to qualified students attending college for auto mechanics 

and vehicle restoration. We have approved and given two $1,000 

scholarships this year. One scholarship was given from general 

funds of the Foundation, and one was given in honor of long-time 

SDC member, Bob Foust. The latter scholarship was given from 

funds received in Bobôs name. 

Your  Foundation buys annual subscriptions to TURNING 

WHEELS for museums that have one or more Studebakers in 

their collection. 

 Your  Foundation also gives donations to museums that need 

help maintaining their Studebaker collections. 

 And now, through a lifetime donation or by will, you can donate 

your Studebaker or memorabilia to the Foundation which will be 

placed on display in a museum. These donations will continue to 

be owned and maintained by the Foundation. For questions con-

cerning this, you may contact Chester Bradfield at 

stude34@verizon.net .  Donations to your Foundation, a 501 c(3) 

organization, are tax deductible. 

 The Foundation is here for you. You can send donations directly 

to the treasurer, Brian Millette, 1925 W. Medinah Ct., Anthem, 

AZ 85086; or for questions he can be contacted at abmil-

lette@cox.net. You can, also, check off and donate when you 

renew your SDC membership. The Foundation has fund raisers at 

the International Meets. And, right now, we are selling CarArt 

prints by artist, David Snyder, for $95 + $12 shipping. These can 

be ordered through Chester Bradfield at stude34@verizon.net. 

The Foundation receives approximately $47 per print. Thank you, 

David Snyder. 

now was a name. Until 1939, Studebaker had three basic models. 

The Dictator being the lowest priced model, the Commander as 

the middle range priced model with a little bigger engine and a 

few more accessories, and the President with a big inline 8 engine 

and the most accessories. In the mid ó30s when Germany was in 

the early beginnings of world war two, Studebaker didnôt want 

the ñDictatorò name to be confused with Adolf Hitler, so the Dic-

tator name was replaced by the name ñChampion.ò As soon as 

the Champion hit the market in 1939, it was an instant success. It 

was literally a inexpensive quality car, and that was hard to find 

even by todayôs standards. Sales almost doubled and 72,000 

Champions were built in 1939. By now Studebaker was not only 

profitable, but the worldôs largest manufacturer of automobiles. 

By 1940 the Studebaker Champion was so successful that it 

paced the Indy 500. The Champion was also put to the test in 

economy drives put together by AAA. The 1940 Champion won 

every time against other car companies. The Champion was a car 

that ñdefeatedò the competition, and held a ñfirst placeò in econ-

omy challenges. By definition again, the 1939-40 Studebakers 

really were ñChampions.ò 

 

Tech Tip from Jim Maxey 
When replacing the rubber seals around the doors, note how the 

old seal is installed. Remove it and clean the grove. Clean the 

new rubber seal with brake clean to remove all the white powder 

like substance off, which is a mold release agent. If it is not 

cleaned, the glue will not stick. Pre fit the moldings. Apply 

weather strip glue in the groves. Install the seal and pull it loose 

to allow the glue to tack. Then press the strip in. Use break clean 

to remove the glue from your fingers  

The 1940 Champion paced the Indy 500. (Photo: Collection of 

the Indianapolis Motor Speedway) 

I want to say Thank you to all those who contribute to the News-

letter.  You make my life much easier.  I have been very busy 

trying to get the Crossroads Zone Meet registrations up to date.  

They are coming in faster than I can input them.  I always look 

forward to the Meet and then it is over so quickly.  After the meet 

I always feel this voidé  What do I do with all the time I have on 

my hands?   I donôt think that will be a problem this year. as 

house work has sorely suffered lately.  I am truly looking forward 

to a little óme and Dale aloneô time.  Dale has been working on 

the Avanti and we believe it is ready for the season.  My grand-

daughter doesnôt like riding in it anymoreé she says it ñblows 

upò every time we take it out.  Well, I hope the óblow upsô are in 

the past and we can ride peacefully again.  

mailto:Shipshebury@earthlink.net
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