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Mar 6,  Tour St. Paulõs Methodist Church 

1:00 pm  1001 W. Colfax, South Bend IN  
We will be given a special tour through the church that was built 

in 1903 by the Studebaker family.  This will be a special tour that 

you will not want to miss!  After that, plan on attending the 

Knute Rockne Birthday Party at the Museum that goes until 4 

pm.  (Remember, for a time Knute Rockne was also an employee 

of Studebaker)   
 

Mar 19,  Bowling PAC & Trivia Night SNM  

2:00 pm  Regal Lanes 

  1121 W. 8th Street, Mishawaka  
Shoes are free, and the cost of three games is $6.95.  We will go 

and eat afterward at a local restaurant. If you have any questions, 

please call Regal Lanes, at (574) 259-5209, or Dale Dyer, at 

(574) 291-7722. 

Trivia Night starts at 7:00 pm at the Studebaker National Mu-

seum. Doors open at 5:30 pm South Bend time, and the first 

question takes place at 7 pm.  There are 10 categories with 10 

questions in each category, all general trivia.  There is a $150 

entry fee per team of up to 10 players.  If you would like more 

information, call the Museum, or go to 

www.studebakermuseum.com. 

 

Apr 3,   May Meet Planning Meeting  

1:00 pm  SNM,  201 S. Chapin Street  

 

May 1,   Pizza & Goody Bag Stuff  

1:00 pm  SNM, 201 S. Chapin Street  
Pizza will be provided by the club, come help stuff those bags! 

May 5,6,7  Crossroads Zone Meet  

  St Joseph County Fairgrounds  
Once again the Michiana Chapter will be hosting the Crossroads 

Zone Meet during our 30th Annual May Meet.  As we ramp up for 

our upcoming meet, we, as always can use your knowledge, help, 

and expertise.  We are doing a couple of things a little bit differ-

ent as the Meet has grown quite a lot.  We can use help especially 

on Setup, Teardown, and Saturday morning parking cars, regis-

tration, helping vendors, and more.  If you are there by 7 am on 

Saturday, you get to eat at the Zone Meet Dinner for half price.  

If you work both Friday and Saturday, you can go to the Zone 

Meet Dinner for free!  .  We will have more details as we go 

along!  Thanks in advance for all your help! 

 CRUISE-IN PART OF MAY ZONE MEET! 

This year, as part of the May Zone Meet, we are having a Cruise-

in!  On Friday May 6, from 5-8 pm South Bend time, we will 

meet at Studebaker International on West Chippewa in South 

Bend.  We are inviting all car enthusiasts to join us but we are 

parking the Studebakers together.  We will have pizza for sale 

from the 1949 Studebaker truck that has been converted to a 

pizza oven, and also ice cream for sale from Bonnie Doon as 

well.  Thanks to Ed Reynolds for hosting this event on such a 

busy weekend!  Plan on joining us May 6th and donôt forget to 

bring a chair. 

The Zone Meet Dinner will be held at the Studebaker National 

Museum on May 7.  We will have a Welcome time starting at 6 

pm with dinner starting at 7.  After dinner we will pass out 

awards from the Crossroads Zone Meet. The dinner will be an 

Italian Buffet.  Cost of dinner is $25. 

 The Buffet Dinner includes all you can eat: 

Vegetable or Regular Lasagna 

Chicken Bowtie Pasta with Alfredo Sauce 

Seasoned Green Beans 

Antipasta Salad 

Garlic Bread 

Iced Tea and Coffee 

Full Dessert Bar 

 

Jun 2,   Meet & Eat Cruise In  

5:00 pm  Essenhaus- Middlebury 574 - 825 - 0052  
All car Cruise In.  Great food,  stunning  cars, good conversation 

and a great way to spend your evening. 
 

Jun 18,  Healthwin Car Show  

1:00 pm  Healthwin Nursing Home  

 

Jun 19 - 25,  International Meet  

  Springfield, MO  

 

Aug 6,   Notre Dame Car Show  

8:30 am  Eddy Street Commons  

 

Aug 20,  Founders Wine Cellar  

1:00 pm  Baroda Michigan  

 

Aug 27,  Hot August Nights  

4:00 pm  SNM, 201 S Chapin Street  

http://www.studebakermuseum.com/


 

Sep 1,   Meet & Eat  

5:00 pm  Essenhaus- Middlebury  

 

Sep 11,  Michiana Chapter Club Picnic  

1:00 pm  Bendix Woods, New Carlisle  

 

Oct 1,   Fall Drive Tour  

10:30 am  Meet at Meijer, 331, Mishawaka  

 

Nov 6,   Annual Business Meeting  

1:00 pm  SNM, 201 S. Chapin Street  

 

Dec 10,  Christmas Banquet  

6:00 pm  Comfort Suites (May Meet Host Hotel)  
Tickets will be $15.00 each and we will enjoy a Polish Buffet 

Dinner.  Door Prizes and Gifts will be included. 
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Michiana Charter  

Membership Meeting  

Minutes   

By Rene Paturalski 

February 6, 2011  

Tim Hacker called the meeting to order with Tom Curtis presid-

ing.  The following officers were present: Tom Curtis, Rene Patu-

ralski, Chris Patton, Tim Hacker, and Karen Dyer. 

The minutes of the December meeting were read, Tim Hacker 

made a motion to accept them as read, Kathy Karkiewicz sec-

onded.  Chris Patton gave the treasures report; Kathy Karkiewicz 

made a motion to accept it as read, John Nemeth seconded.  Tom 

talked to the membership about the May Swap and the Zone meet 

for 2011. He spoke of partnering with the city of South Bend in 

promoting this meet making it more of a multi day event to bring 

people into the city. The potential is there to grow this meet and 

possibly we will need more inside building space at the fair-

grounds as the years go on.  Chris Patton ran though the plans for 

the zone and swap meet for 2011 and spoke of the need of spon-

sors for trophies, items for the goody bags and if everyone could 

help in some way on any of the event days it will make easier and 

more fun for all.  After some discussion the membership voted to 

purchase two new coffee makers for the May meet.  Dale Dyer 

reported on the raffle items for the meet and has already made 

some purchases, one being a Studebaker pocket watch. Kathy 

Karkiewicz made a motion to reimburse Dale for the cost of the 

items John Borkowski seconded, motion carried.  Chris then re-

ported on the proposed budget for the 2011 Zone Meet. Tim 

Hacker made a motion to accept the proposal, Kathy Karkiewicz 

seconded, motion carried.  Chris also reminded the membership 

that dues are due now and if they are paid after Feb 6th a late fee 

will be accessed.  Tom Curtis announced that our next event will 

be on March 6th and will be a tour of St. Paulôs Methodist Church 

that was built by Clem Studebaker.  John Borkowski made a mo-

tion to adjourn, Kathy Karkiewicz seconded. Meeting was ad-

journed. 

STILL CRUISINô GET TOGETHER! 
Spring will be here soon!  It will (finally) be time to drive our 

cars again!  For you new members to our club, Michiana Chapter 

members Mike and Fran Lenyo have a great website that keeps 

track of a lot of the local cruise-ins and shows around the area.  .  

For more information check out their web page at http://

stillcruisinclub.tripod.com/ 

Greetings to all Michiana Chapter Members.  It has been a very 

busy winter season for our chapter in that we added the planning 

of The 2012 International Meet to our normal ñMay Michiana, 

Mini-Nationalò. 

 As you are aware, the May event is being carefully 

scaled-up to become a larger, more exciting event each year.  We 

have really gotten terrific support from our Studebaker National 

Museum, the South Bend Convention and Visitors Bureau, and 

from Studebaker International.  Each of the four entities has some 

skin in the game with this association.  You might have noticed 

that we already advertise this as a three day event, to include 

Thursday.  If we want to include the driving on the Bendix test 

track, it could even be considered a four day event.  Our goal is to 

make this a PREMIUM annual festival destination.   Ed Rey-

nolds from Studebaker International loved Ed Cseresznyakôs idea 

that we need to have a casual, relaxed cruise in on Friday night 

for all our Zone Meet guests.  Details will be available soon.  I do 

know that the Studebaker gourmet pizza truck will be included, 

as well as Bonnie Doons.  So thanks to both "Eds" for that one! 

 And while we are handing out gratitude, I would like to 

thank the Paturalski family; first to Rene and Char for having 

Ryan; then to Ryan for helping us get two new huge coffee mak-

ers for the world Famous Starlight Café.  It helps the 

ñStarlightersò avoid the very slow Coffee brews from last year.  

Also I will acknowledge Jim Nova for planning our March event 

at St Pauls Methodist Church, March 6 and for volunteering, 

along with Bill King, to assume the set-up and tear-down com-

mittee at the Fairgrounds. 

 Karen Dyer has been offered registration assistance from 

several already.  I am comfortable letting her speak for herself, 

especially because she has editorial control and thatôs not the 

person you want to upset if you are me! 

 In good steed, I leave you todayé.. 

Tom Curtis 

MICHIANA CHAPTER ON FACEBOOK!  
 

In keeping with the times, and technology, we are starting a place 

on facebook for the Michiana Chapter.  If you have a facebook 

account please friend us!  Also, when you take pictures at all of 

our events during the season, please share them on the Michiana 

Chapter facebook page.  If you havenôt tried facebook, itôs free, 

and itôs a fun way to get and keep in touch with friends.  Our 

name on facebook is Michiana Chapter SDC.  Check it out the 

next time you are on the Internet. 

http://stillcruisinclub.tripod.com/
http://stillcruisinclub.tripod.com/


                                            

ñStudebakerôs  

other Juniorò 
 

                                                      

By: Chris Dresbach 

 

This is about what is perhaps the most forgotten about of all 

Studebaker wagons, the Studebaker Jr. ñCoasterò. Many of us 

know at least a little about Studebaker Jr. Goat Wagons. Stude-

baker contracted South Bend Toy Co. to produce what was basi-

cally a scale model of a full size farm wagon. The Jr. Wagons 

were marketed and sold for children to play with and could be 

pulled by either a goat or large dog. South Bend Toy made lots of 

ñnormalò Studebaker Jr. wagons throughout the 1920s and ó30s, 

but the Coasters were something entirely different. Coaster wag-

ons were never produced in large numbers, so they are very rare 

today. They were made in small numbers because their real rea-

son for being produced was for Studebaker dealerships around 

the country to demonstrate wheel bearings. Studebaker wanted to 

show how smooth their new cars would roll, so they took the 

wheel bearing used on production cars and scaled them down. 

The scale copies of the bearings were placed in the wheel hubs of 

the coaster wagon. When a possible car buyer would pull the 

wagon, it would roll incredibly smooth, it would ñcoastò; thus it 

was named ñCoasterò. Though they were made for dealerships, 

they were also advertised in South Bend Toyôs catalog in the 

1930s. The Jr. Coaster shared its name with the regular Jr. 

Wagon, but they didnôt look anything alike. The regular Jr. 

Wagon actually looked like a farm wagon, but the coasters 

looked more like a modern ñlittle red wagonò, except they were 

never red. They came in either a natural wood finish, or painted 

orange and green. All coaster wagons were made of white ash. 

The Jr. Coasters were short lived however, last being used in 

1938. Today, I only know of one surviving Coaster wagon and it 

belongs to SDC member Tom Molnar. 

  
The only  

Stude-
baker  

ñCoasterò 

Wagon  
I know to 

exist  
Today.  
 

 

    
Studebaker used 

scaled down copies of 
automobile bearings in 

the wheels so it would 
"Coast"  
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Lou & Delores Zobroskyôs  

1952 Studebaker Champion was selected to 

participate in the Celebration of Automo-

biles, May 13-15, 2011 for the 100th Anni-

versary of the Indianapolis 500 Mile Race. 

Lou read an article in the December 2010 Turning Wheels about 

the 100th Anniversary of the Indy 500.  The article mentioned a 

Studebaker should be represented in this event.  Good News 

Turning Wheels; a studebaker will be represented.  Louôs 1952 

Studebaker Champion was selected to participate in the Celebra-

tion of the 100th Anniversary of the Indy 500.  The 1952 Indy 

500 had a Studebaker for itôs pace car and 1952 was also Stude-

bakers 100th anniversary Year. Lou and his wife Delores pur-

chased his car 6 years ago from a club member in Casper Wyo-

ming.  Lou pulled the engine and rebuilt it replacing the crank, 

rods, bearings, exhaust, tires and brakes.  He rebuilt the trans-

mission and rear end, then replaced the upholstery inside.  Lou 

and his wife now enjoy driving it to local events and will soon 

be ñBy Special Invitation Onlyò driving it on the Indy 500 track.  

The celebration includes a private óExclusive Dayô for car own-

ers only where 

they will drive 

the track and get 

a preview of the 

special cars on 

display for the 

event.  Con-

gratulations Lou 

and Delores, 

bring back pic-

tures and stories 

1952 

Studebaker 

Champion 

is headed 

to the  

Indy 500 

race track 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=62283&id=100000271941711


By Karen Dyer  

   

 Classifieds 
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Robert Varga Estate Auction 

Sunday May 1, 2011 12:30 pm 

54640 Maple Lane, South Bend IN  

Many NOS and used Studebaker Parts, Manuals plus lots of 

tools.  For a complete listing and pictures see: auctionzip.com 

Borkowski Auction Service ID #25113  

Telephone (574-232-4032 

Email: jborki1@aol.com 

 

 

1955 2dr hardtop president for sale. Body, chassis of 63 Lark 4 

barrel 259 engine, straight 4 speed 4 shift transmission.  Asking 

$2975 for all.  Call Bob at 260-249-1319.  (Found on Fort Wayne 

Craig's List)  

 

 

1962 Studebaker Gran Tourismo Hawk  

40k miles factory 4-Spedd, original 289 V8 $6,995.00 

 Route 31 Auto Sales  

610 S. Rt. 31  

McHenry, IL 60050 

Phone 815 759-2277 

e-mail: route31auto@yahoo.com 

 

 

Chuck purchased a ó41 engine, drive train, frame and axels in PA.  

He needs help getting them back to Indiana.  If anyone is coming 

this direction and could pick them up he says heôll help pay for 

your gas.   

Chuck Rebeck 574-242-0842    email:  crebeck@njsp.k12.in.us 

 

 

 

 

MICHIANA  

CHAPTER AT  

TIPPECANOE 

PLACE!  
 

On Wednesday 

February 16th over 

35 members got 

together at Tippe-

canoe Place in 

South Bend to celebrate what would have been the 159th anniver-

sary of Studebaker Corporation.  Local member Chris Dresbach 

just happens to share his birthday with Studebakerôs Anniversary 

and celebrated his 17th Birthday with the large cut of Prime Rib 

followed by a free dessert from the restaurant.   It was a pleasant 

evening for everyone.  After  dinner a  few people gave some 

testimonies  to  Chrisô dedication to Studebaker and the club.   

Happy 17th Birthday Chris!  

There have been some changes in the Dyer Household in recent 

months.  I have resigned from my full time job to become our 

church secretary which is only 20 hours a week.  I love my new 

job!   I work 9am ï 2pm four days a week, the hours are adjust-

able to suit my schedule, itôs only a 3 minute drive to work and 

Soda accompanies me to work frequently.  (She has her own bed 

under my desk.)   I donôt know why I thought Iôd have more 

spare time working half the hours but alas, time is even more 

scarce.  Apparently time is like money, the more you have, the 

more you spend.   Dale has recently retired and is not working at 

all.  This may be where most of my time has gone, as he is keep-

ing me busy with all ñhisò projects he is working on.  Since he 

must drive by the church everywhere he goes, not a day goes by 

where he doesnôt stop by the office and bring me a drink, sand-

wich or just a kiss.  He has tapped every maple tree in the 

neighborhood so that means spring is on its way.  With spring 

coming that means we will be saying good-bye to a yellow Lark 

Wagon that has visited us this winter.  Last fall before Dale re-

tired he took a vacation day to clean the garage in preparation for 

the winter months.  The phone rang and it was Tim Crotty from 

Connecticut on the line.  We had never met Tim before this, how-

ever he said his wife got our name off the Michiana Chapter Web 

Site.  Seems we were the closest Studebaker members she could 

find to help her stranded husband in Ohio.  Dale dropped every-

thing, hitched up his trailer and headed to Ohio.  He found Tim 

and his 62 yellow Lark Wagon along the interstate and loaded it 

on the trailer and hauled him back to South Bend.  Tim rented a 

car and went home leaving his wagon behind hoping to come 

back and retrieve it within a few weeks.  Tim did return with a 

Champ Pick-Up truck which turns out couldnôt haul the Lark 

home, so he had to leave his wagon behind a second time.  He 

had intended to return again but the snow came too early this 

winter and the Wagon has been sitting in the corner of our yard 

under a pile of snow all winter.  We had so much snow we had 

forgotten it was there, it just looked like a big snow drift in front 

of the motor home.   Meanwhile we are getting to know Tim via 

email, sharing pictures back and forth as Tim is battling the re-

cord snow falls at his house also.  One day we got a nice surprise 

in the mail, a gift certificate for Tippecanoe Place from Tim and 

his wife.  We were able to use it on two occasions.  We enjoyed a 

Sunday Brunch after church on a crisp winter sunny day, then our 

dinner was covered by the certificate at Chrisô Birthday/

Studebaker 159th 

Anniversary Din-

ner.  Thank you 

Tim, we thor-

oughly enjoyed 

the gift certifi-

cate.   
 

Lark Wagon on 

Dyerôs trailer 

heading back 

to South Bend  

mailto:route31auto@yahoo.com
mailto:crebeck@njsp.k12.in.us


Member Name Badges are available!  
 

Thick Plastic, Magnetic attachment.   

Only $5.00 each 
 

Send a check or cash to:  Tom Curtis 

   3538 Gordon Road 

   Elkhart IN 46516 

 

 

  Be sure to include 

  a note of how you 

  want your name 

  printed on your  

  badge. 
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              Home of  

             Champions  

             is available for  

             E-Delivery !  
 

If you would like to help keep our club Newsletter costs down 

and start receiving your Home Of Champions via email please 

email Karen Dyer at KarenLDyer@sbcglobal.net with a ñYes to 

HOC emailò.  If you wish to continue receiving your Home of 

Champions in US mail no action is required. 
 

By receiving your newsletter via email delivery, not only are you 

helping our club save costs; but you will receive your newsletter 

approximately 10 days earlier than US mail. 
 

DO NOT FORGET TO ADD MY EMAIL ADDRESS TO 

YOUR LIST OF APPROVED RECIPIENTS!  

Heath & Welfare 

 
Please contact Suzanne Ruszkowski 232-5657 to report club members Illnesses Or bereavements 

Phyllis Middleton is home recovering from a lum-

pectomy on Feb. 22 for Invasive Ductal Breast Can-

cer.  The Doctors reported all cancer has been re-

moved and the nodes look good.  She will need 

chemo & radiation follow-up treatment.  Well wishes 

can be sent to her home at 120 Walnut, Tipton IN 

46072. 

James (Jim) Bressler passed away February 21st in 

his home.  His wife Darlene along with a daughter 

Sheryl Filer and his son Todd A. survives.  Gravesite 

services were held on Feb. 25th at Southlawn Ceme-

tery.  Online condolences may be sent to 

www.palmerfuneral-homes.com. 
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You do not have to own one to join! 

 

Name: ____________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________________ 
 

City: ______________________________________________ 
 

State: ___________  Zip Code: _______________________ 
 

Telephone Number: (________) ______________________ 
 

Email: ____________________________________________ 

 

Please list your Studebaker Vehicles: 

Year Model/Make 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

For Insurance purposes you must be a member of SDC National 

Drivers Club. (National Membership number can be found on 

your Turning Wheels address label.) 

 
 

National Membership Number: _________________________ 

 

Ç 1 year   $18.00 

Ç 3 years  $54.00 
 

$5.00 late fee if paid after Feb. 1st. 

 
 

 

Mail U.S. funds to:   Michiana Chapter SDC 

   c/o Chris Patton 

   429 Mocasin 

   Buchanan, MI 49107-1505 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.michiana-chapter-sdc.net 

 

 
 

Memberships are for 1 year and include 12 

issues of Turning Wheels.  You can now join/

renew for up to 5 years. 
 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

  

Spouse: _____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

  

City: _______________________________________________ 

  

State: ___________  Zip Code: __________________________ 

  

Telephone Number: (_________) ________________________ 

  

Email: _____________________________________________ 

  

Birth date:__________________________________________ 

 

Please list your Studebaker Vehicles: 

Year Model/Make 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

  

US only 

Ç New Members w/periodicals class mail $24.00 

Ç Renewals w/periodicals class mail $31.00 

Ç Renewals w/first class mail  $60.00 

Ç Young Adult to 22 years  $24.00 

Ç Membership without Turning Wheels $10.00 

Canada/Overseas call 763-420-7829 for rates 

  

Mail U.S. funds to:   The Studebaker Drivers Club 

   PO Box 1715 

   Maple Grove MN 55311-7615 
 

www.studebakerdriversclub.com 

Home of Champions Editor 

Karen Dyer 

20625 Louise Lane 

South Bend IN 46614 

574-291-7722 

KarenLDyer@sbcglobal.net 

 
April 2011 Issue Deadline:   March 15th 

 

 

 

Home of Champions Advertising 
    Issue Year  
B&W   3İò x 2ò    $2.50 $25.00  

Color    3İò x 2ò    $3.50 $35.00 

Half Page   $10.00 not available 

Full Page    $20.00 not available 

Want Ad - local member   no charge   

Want Ad - non member  $5.00 per issue  
 

prices and availability are subject to change without notice 
 

 
 

  

Home of Champions is the Monthly newsletter for Michiana 

Chapter Studebaker Drivers Club.  Permission is granted to 

reprint any article appearing herein, provided the appropriate 

credit is given to the author and to The Home Of Champions 

Newsletter.   



SDC National Officers: 
 

 President: 

 Mimi Halgren, 9350 El Tejado Rd, La Mesa CA 91941 

 mimihalgren@hotmail.com 

 

 Vice President: 

 Carl Thomason, 43306 Running Deer Drive, Coarsegold CA 93614 

 Thomason2@Earthlink.net 

 

 Secretary: 

 Nita Ketchum, PO Box 37, Ida AR 72546 

 NLketchum@aol.com 

 Treasurer: 

 Jane Stinson, 5800 Stanley Rd, Columbiaville MI 48421 

 jestinson@aol.com 

 

 National Board of Director Crossroads Zone:   

 Tom Curtis, 3538 Gordon Rd, Elkhart IN 46516 

 tomnancurtis@aol.com 

 Crossroads Zone Coordinator: 

 Sharon Krueger, 3156 Rolling Meadow, Flushing MI 48433 

 thepaintlady@comcast.net 

 Indiana Regional Manager: 

 Bob Henning, PO Box 1121, Mishawaka IN 46546 

 Rhenn15090@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michiana Chapter Officers: 
 

 President: 

 Tom Curtis 

 3538 Gordon Road, 

 Elkhart IN 46516 

 574-596-6938 

 tomnancurtis@aol.com 

 

 Vice President: 

 Bob Henning 

 PO Box 1121 

  Mishawaka IN 46546 

 574-273-8587 

 Rhenn15090@aol.com 

 

 Secretary: 

 Rene Paturalski 

 68890 8th Street 

 Edwardsburg  MI 49112 

 269-699-5228 

 cpaturalski@yahoo.com 

 Treasurer: 

 Chris Patton 

 429 Mocasin 

 Buchanan MI 49107 

 269-695-1068 

 Cpmp1@comcast.com 

Karen Dyer, Editor 

20625 Louise Lane 

South Bend IN 46614 

Deliver to: 

mailto:mimihalgren@hotmail.com
mailto:1938studeman@earthlink.net
mailto:NLketchum@aol.com
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